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 Cost-effectiveness; 
 Reinforcement of downtown/State Capitol economic development 

opportunities; and 
 Technical feasibility. 

 
Based on land uses within the study area, the I-10 West Corridor was categorized into 
two distinct areas:  west of 27th Avenue and east of 27th Avenue.  The section west of 
27th Avenue, known as the Mainline Section, serves as the east-west connection from 
the west valley to downtown Phoenix.  The section east of 27th Avenue, the Downtown 
Section, serves as the connection between the Mainline Section, downtown Phoenix, 
and the Central Phoenix/East Valley starter line. 
 
For the portion of the study area that includes downtown and connection to the existing 
system, access to corridor destinations and a connection to the existing Light Rail 
Transit (LRT) Alignment on Central Avenue are high-priority goals.  From 27th Avenue 
west to Loop 101, mobility is a primary goal due to the high current and expected future 
travel demand in this corridor. 
 
Figures 1 and 2 show the alignment options that were included in the Tier 1 evaluation.  
Mode options for all alignments include Light Rail Transit (LRT), Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT), and baseline bus (with minimal capital improvements).  West of 27th Avenue, 
only the I-10 alignment option was included in Tier 1 because it is the only reasonable 
solution to achieve the mobility goal for this corridor.  East of 27th Avenue, several 
alignments were evaluated. 
 
Figure 1.  I-10 West AA/EIS Mainline Alternative Screened in Tier 1 Process 
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Figure 2.  I-10 West AA/EIS Alternatives Screened in Tier 1 Process - Downtown 

 

 
The goal of the Tier 1 evaluation is to eliminate alternatives that do not support the 
overall goals and objectives of the I-10 West AA/EIS project.  Based on the criteria 
identified for the Tier 1 screening process, Grand Avenue and 27th Avenue are 
recommended to be eliminated due to mobility and access issues and technical 
feasibility, respectively.  Light Rail Transit on I-10 between Grand and Central Avenues 
is also recommended to be eliminated based on technical feasibility, but Bus Rapid 
Transit will continue to be evaluated in this area.  Both LRT and BRT will be evaluated 
on all other remaining alternatives in the Tier 2 process.  Downtown alternatives to be 
screened during the Tier 2 process are shown in Figure 3 and include a Hance Park 
Station connection, an I-17 connection, as well as several other north-south and east-
west route options. 
 
With the elimination of the 27th Avenue alignment, the I-10 alignment becomes the only 
remaining option west of I-17.  Given the Arizona Department of Transportation’s 
schedule to widen the I-10 freeway in the study area by 2012, it is important to formalize 
the recommended high-capacity transit alignment along I-10 between I-17 and the 
western end-of-line, as soon as possible.  This will maximize the opportunity for 
coordination between freeway and transit improvements. 
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Figure 3.  I-10 West Alternatives to be screened in Tier 2 Process 
 

 

 
The Phoenix City Council approved the I-10 alignment as the preferred alternative west 
of I-17 on April 16, 2008 based upon recommendations from the Alhambra, Central City, 
Encanto, Estrella and Maryvale village planning committees, the Phoenix Citizen’s 
Transit Commission, Phoenix Planning Commission and the Phoenix Council 
Transportation Subcommittee. 
 
Currently, the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) is developing a Design 
Concept Report for vehicular travel lane improvements to the I-10 freeway.  To maintain 
continuity in working with ADOT during their design phase and evaluate opportunities 
that could result in construction economies, METRO staff proposes to initiate the next 
phase of the existing consultant contract to complete the alternative analysis, initiate the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and conceptual design phases.  Staff is 
negotiating with the consultant to identify scope and budget for this effort.  METRO 
Board authorization will be sought for these project phases in the near future. 
 
 






